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Message from the Directors

This newsletter has been in draft since it was a June newsletter and now it’s only just scraping
being published in July - | think it’s fair to say we’ve been a bit busy! The term started with the
Area SEND Inspection, then we had our 5" Birthday events, the submission of the Warwickshire
SEND Reform plan and the annual SEND training for Warwickshire’s County Councillors.

Thank you to everyone who has come to any of our events or spoken to us, thank you to everyone
who adds their comments to our feedback wall and thank you to everyone who likes and shares
our posts on social media (we are now also on Instagram so please give us a follow!).

In this newsletter there is information about our work and how you can get involved, updates
from the things you’ve told us including the report from our Autism / ADHD support survey,
updates about our SEND Community Forum and Affiliated Schools, dates for your diary plus lots
of useful links.

Best wishes,
Elaine, Emma and Olivia

Contact Us

hello@warwickshireparentcarervoice.org
www.warwickshireparentcarervoice.org

ﬁ @uwarkspct WARWICKSHIRE

PARENT CARER VOICE

Warwickshire Parent Carer Voice CIC,
Office 12, Brewsters Corner Business Centre, Pendicke Street. Southam, Warwickshire, CV47 1PN



https://www.facebook.com/Warksparentcarervoice
https://www.instagram.com/warwickshireparentcarervoice/
https://www.facebook.com/Warksparentcarervoice

5 Birthday Celebrations

Thank you to everyone who came and joined us at one of our 5 birthday events in the 5 districts /
boroughs to celebrate 5 years of Warwickshire Parent Carer Voice. Over 100 parent carers as well as
county councillors and those who work within the Warwickshire SEND system came along to one of
the events to celebrate with us and share our journey. Thank you also to Warwickshire County
Council, Stour Health and Wellbeing Partnership, SEN Zone and IMPACT for their support with
venues and activities. It was great to meet so many parent carers and to hear your experiences -
good and bad and your fears / worries for the future -you can see the ‘digitalisation’ of the feedback
post-it notes here, these thoughts will be added to our Quarter 1 feedback report.
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https://padlet.com/warwickshireparentcarervoice/feedback-from-birthday-events-usl9g6f1gzf5a0rm

Our Work

It’s been another busy few months for our strategic work with the Area SEND Partnership. The
summer term started with the Area SEND Inspection and the response to the SEND Consultation
and ended with Councillor Training and the announcement that after Local Government
Reorganisation there will be two Warwickshire County Councils.

As ever our strategic work gives us the opportunity to raise what is important to you. There is a new
governance structure for SEND meetings with a weekly Core Group meeting of senior leaders, a
SEND Strategic Board and then a SEND Operational Group. Our Short Breaks survey has led to some
new working groups within Children and Families (Social Care) and we are pushing for more social
care data to be shared at SEND partnership board. Our representatives have attended the EHCP
Multi-Agency Quality Assurance Panel which this term looked at whether the feedback from a
previous session about ‘Section A’ had been implemented and we’ve continued to work on
improvements to the information on the Local Offer. We’ve also been involved with commissioning a
new children and young people’s mental health and wellbeing service - ECHO and being part of
interview panels for various roles including the Head of Service for Families First (Social Care). the
SEND Resolution Officer and the Deputy Designated Clinical Officer.

When we attended the Rugby Disability Network it was exciting to hear of plans for new Changing
Places facilities in the town. This is something that parent carers raised as a barrier to accessing the
community at a previous meeting so it is good to see that the concerns were heard.

As well as our 5 birthday events that took us across the county we also have been to several events
to try and increase awareness of being a parent carer. We were pleased to be welcomed to the
conference for foster and kinship carers and to the Portage (under 5s) picnic as we recognise that
these are gaps in our membership. We also went along to the Carers Expo for Carers Week -
meeting some parent carers but mostly reminding stakeholders about parent carers and the support
they need.
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Get Involved
Are you a parent carer who wants to get more involved in our work? If so

please join our Parent Carer Panel. We use the Parent Carer Panel as our

‘expert reference group’ to get feedback or to recruit reps / volunteers for WARWICKSHIRE
PARENT CARER VOICE

other work - you can contribute as much as you want, whenever is
. . Parent Carer Panel
convenient for you. All of our members are invited to become part of our

Parent Carer Panel - Join Us to find out more. 3



https://in.lamplight.online/in/zAK37/9413bd7c4a82daa14d05ddd4112fb7781ce22e0b8f497589a29fe2576ce5b143

Give Us Your Feedback

FEEDBACK

Please tell us about your experiences of support or services Pockel = : a e

(good and bad) so that we know what is happening and can
prioritise what is important for the parent carer community

Feedhack Wall: July-September 20246

and share with the local area partners to make improvements

and celebrate the successes.

Feedback Wall

You can give us feedback anytime about anything by adding a
post to our feedback wall - just go to the category that best
fits your feedback click the + and add your feedback and give

it a rating. . .. ‘

Mursery [ School |
Introduction i College

Additional Feedback
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How to use this Feedback |

www.padlet.com/warwickshireparentcarervoice/feedback.

BEST
START

Family Hub Engagement
Warwickshire County Council is developing
a Best Start Family Hub network to make it
easier for families to access help in the
places and ways that suit them. We have
been asked to support engagement with
parent carers looking at real family
experiences - where they go, who they
trust, and what helps or stops them in
seeking support. Add your thoughts here.

Overnight Respite

If your child or young person

was using Rouncil Lane (so is ) I,
being supported through the u
interim arrangements) OR has respite
provision at Holly / Gramer House OR is
currently assessed as needing overnight
respite provision and not able to access it

we'd love you to join our WhatsApp ‘focus
group’ community.

This group has been set up to support our
work with the commissioners and create a
space where you can you provide feedback
and ask questions and we can share
updates. Message us to be added:

WPCV Phone: 07936408969

Education otherwise than at school (EOTAS) Consultation

As part of the SEND Reforms the government are now consulting on EOTAS (including Alternative
Provision, Medical Education and online school). You shape our response by adding your feedback
here or you can submit your own response via the government website.



https://www.padlet.com/warwickshireparentcarervoice/feedback
https://www.padlet.com/warwickshireparentcarervoice/BestStartSENDEngagement
https://padlet.com/warwickshireparentcarervoice/eotas-consultation-46jfh8zfu3ko0rba
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/send-reform-education-otherwise-than-at-school
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Autism / ADHD Support Survey ' o

Thank you to everyone who gave us their feedback on the support i ddidic i
available for families with children and young people who are on the

waiting list for a diagnosis and / or are diagnosed with autism or ADHD.
You can read the report here.

Autism and ADHD
Experiences

The report of the findings was difficult for many of our system partners to
read and we are pleased to have the commitment from Warwickshire
County Council and Coventry and Warwickshire Integrated Care Board
(ICB) to work with us to to improve outcomes for neurodivergent children
and young people, and their families.

e SEND Reforms
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our SEND Reform Consultation
Putting Cridren and response, all the feedback we received was combined and was sent to the

‘Young People First

"""""""""""""""""""" Department of Education to explain the concerns of Warwickshire’s parent
carers as well as providing suggestions (we are solution focussed after all) of
things that could be better. We await further information from the Department
for Education about the responses and we hope that they are listening to the
experiences that have been shared.

You Said We Did
The information on the Caring Together There are now separate sections on for those
Warwickshire website was not clear about the | caring for under and over 18s
support available for parent carers www.caringtogetherwarwickshire.org.uk
Will the travel direct payment change now We have asked Warwickshire County Council
HMRC have increased the mileage allowance transport team this question and await a
to 55p/mile? response
It’s unclear if direct payments can be used We have been working on a new a new parent
towards equipment purchases if in line with carer guide to Direct Payments which will
outcomes of plan hopefully make things clearer


https://warwickshireparentcarervoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Autism-ADHD-Report.pdf
https://warwickshireparentcarervoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Autism-ADHD-Report.pdf
https://www.caringtogetherwarwickshire.org.uk/

Area SEND Inspection , 9
In April 2026, Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) carried out Kxx
a three-week inspection of the Warwickshire Local Area Partnership. OfStEd
The inspection evaluated how effectively education, health and care o

. . . . raising standards
services work together to support children and young people with Special improving lives
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).

CareQuality

Warwickshire was assessed as meeting the ‘middle’ outcome. This Commission
judgement reflects inspectors’ findings of ‘inconsistent experiences and
outcomes for children and young people with SEND’ and highlights the need for the Warwickshire
local area partnership to work collaboratively to drive further improvement. You can read the full
report here. The next full Area SEND inspection is expected to take place within three years.

The report highlights a number of established strengths across the Warwickshire Local Area
Partnership, alongside the following areas for improvement:
¢ Strategic governance and commissioning arrangements (structures and processes) and how well
services work together and identify gaps in provision for children and young people with SEND.
¢ The high number of children and young people with mental health needs who reach crisis,
including in-patient hospital admissions, before receiving the right support.
¢ Reduce the time that children and young people with SEND wait for assessment and diagnosis
for ADHD, as well as strengthening the offer of support while waiting; including for autism,
speech and language therapy, community paediatrics, as well as some CAMHS pathways and
access to learning disability annual health checks.
¢ Improve the quality of new EHC plans so that they accurately reflect a child’s or young person’s
education, health and social care needs and ensure that EHC plans are issued and reviewed
within statutory time frames.
* Work with education providers to understand and address the high rates of suspension,
exclusion and absence for children and young people with SEND.

An action plan to address these areas will be monitored by the Department for Education and NHS
England advisors.

Local Government Reorganisation

You may have seen the news about the Local Government
Reorganisation (a national government strategy) that aims to
simplify layers of local government has decided that there will
be two unitary authorities for Warwickshire:

North Warwickshire Council: North Warwickshire, Nuneaton &
Bedworth and Rugby, and

South Warwickshire Council: Stratford-on-Avon and Warwick

There isn’t much to update right now and it is ‘business as Wa rWiCkSh | re
usual’ for all council services. However the impact on us as the futu re
parent carer forum is that there will need to be two new parent
carer forums by 2028. We are currently seeking funding to
support this development work and to work out how the
forums can work together. If you have any questions or if you
would like to be more involved please contact us. 6


https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50304692
mailto:hello@warwickshireparentcarervoice.org

WPCV Affiliated Schools

The Partnership for Inclusion of Neurodiversity in Schools (PINS)
has now officially ended but we are pleased that our school
engagement groups are here to stay.

We have recruited ‘Parent Champions’ in many of the schools we have
been working with and they will continue the great work of linking parents
with each other and working with the school leadership to make their school more

inclusive. Our parent champions are part of the WPCV Parent Carer Panel and have their own
WhatsApp group and ‘Community of Practice’ sessions for support.

If you are a parent carer and your school wasn’t part of the PINS project but you have a school
SEND group (or you want to start one) then please get in touch as you can also register as a
Parent Champion and become an Affiliated School. If you are a school leader who wants to
recognise the value of parent carer engagement and be part of our network please get in touch.
The more schools we have in our network the more representative of Warwickshire’s SEND
community we can be.

Parent Champions
Date for Your Diary

15th September
7.30pm

The parent carer engagement group at

Sign up as a parent champion or Hampton Lucy C of E Primary School held a
contact us to get the link SEND family picnic to create an inclusive

social opportunity for their families.

Inclusive Mainstream Strategy

As part of the SEND Reforms Schools are being provided with additional funding through the
inclusive Mainstream Fund and must produce an Inclusion Strategy required by December 2026 -
you can read more about this here.

The guidance highlights the importance of working with families - with “strong partnerships with
families and wider services” highlighted as a principle of inclusion. The guidance suggests that to
develop the strategy school leaders should have “engagement with families and pupils” to
identify the commonly occurring barriers to learning and participation and that schools should
“consult with families, pupils and other stakeholders in your school community to ensure that the
strategy reflects your unique local context”.

This development of a school inclusion strategy gives an ideal coproduction opportunity for
schools to work together with their parent carer community - we’d love to hear how you get on.



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inclusive-mainstream-fund-support-for-school-leaders

SEND Community Forum

Our SEND Community Forum

We know that we can’t possibly communicate directly with everyone
who is parenting a child with additional needs in Warwickshire so we
want to build a network of community organisations that are providing
support to our families or activities to our children and young people.

The SEND Community Forum creates a network to help more parent carers
hear about us - the more chance they know about us the more chance we have of hearing their
experiences (good and bad) and the more useful information we can share. We hope you agree
that this network will be helpful to all of us and that community organisations will join us.

Join Us / Update Your Details
If you run a community
organisation, please use this (=]

form to join our SEND T i
Community Forum or to #%L’ﬁ:&

update your details.

What do members get?
hCLrka el We want our SEND Community Forum to be
shaped by you but here are our some ideas

re: The opportunity to connect and collaborate
i e with like minded people and be part of
something bigger

A forum meeting each half term (online)
Our newsletter and community updates
Invitations to our events

Listing on our website as members of the
SEND Community Forum

Information about your group /
organisation on our padlets

The use of our ‘Members of’ logo on your
organisations materials

SEND Community Forum
Date for Your Diary

28th September
12.30pm

Sign up as a community organisation
or contact us to get the link

SEND Community Forum Members Spotlight

We thank all our SEND community members for being part of our network

° and we look forward to continuing to build links with them and the families
that they support. Here are a some of our members, have a look at what
they have to offer.
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https://in.lamplight.online/in/wTSy1/8346e35b7b7ff47da14b3134f89767fa52f7552767558cefc8c612e3935cc8e9
https://senzone.co.uk/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/13127/service-and-events/events/875159/
https://entrustcarepartnership.org.uk/
https://www.roots2branches.co.uk/
https://fitnessbybobby.cic-connect.co.uk/
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SEND Family Social

Wednesday 5" August
9-11am

Join us for a relaxed
brunch meet up in the
playground at
Draycote Water

i

o
[ 1,
| ==

Scan to find out more and book your space :i:
H,

. L
(so we know how much food to bring! A et e
st ang: Al
EE
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/draycote-water-
a a family-social-tickets-1992560904303
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Parent Carer Groups

We are pleased to now be running two groups to give you the chance to meet with other local SEND
parents and share your experiences. We hope these groups will also provide opportunities for those
working in education, health or social care to meet with families.

BGST Hatters Space
Upper Abbey Street,
START Nuneaton
INLIFE  cviison

Ellen Badger Hospital
Stratford Road,
Shipston-on-Stour

CV36 4AX
10-11.30am 9.30 - 11.00 am
Thursday 6 August
Thursday 3™ September Tuesday 29" September
Thursday 1 October Tuesday 20" October
Thursday 5" November Tuesday 24" November
Thursday 3™ December Tuesday 15 December

Not a group in your area? We are currently looking for volunteers and venues to increase the
opportunities for you to meet with us - watch this space for more details and if you have any ideas or
want to help please get in touch.

Useful Links

Warwickshire SEND Local Offer

%‘,’!#53 The SEND local offer contains information about the local services and support

- available across education, health and social care for families with children and young
people aged 0 to 25, who have special educational needs and/or disabilities.

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/sendlocaloffer

S Warwickshire County Council Family Information Service

The Family Information Service (FIS) will listen to you and help you access information
and services that can support you.
Email: fis@warwickshire.gov.uk Phone: 0800 408 1558 or 01926 742 274

Warwickshire Parent Carer Voice padlets (digital clipboards of useful links)
www.padlet.com/warwickshireparentcarervoice/neurodiversity
www.padlet.com/warwickshireparentcarervoice/supportgroups dl
www.padlet.com/warwickshireparentcarervoice/sendactivities “I y pa et
www.padlet.com/warwickshireparentcarervoice/books

Free, confidential and impartial service for parents, children
‘1 Warwickshire 3,4 young people age 0-25 with SEND

SSEEUE!PIAS Email: warwickshiresendiass@barnardos.org.uk

Phone: 01788 593159
Website: www.warwickshiresendiass.co.uk

HAPPY

10
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